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SUBJECT: FRANCO-GERMAN SUMMIT 

REF: (A) 75 PARIS 33320, (B) 73 PARIS 22562 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY: FRANCO-GERMAN SUMMIT WILL TAKE PLACE 
IN FRANCE FEBRUARY 12-13. FRENCH EXPECT MEETING WILL 
CONTINUE WHAT THEY SEE AS GROWING AND "NATURAL" CLOSE 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN GISCARD, SCHMIDT AND THEIR 
RESPECTIVE GOVERNMENTS. END SUMMARY. 

2. GISCARD WILL HOST FRG CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT FOR SEMI- 
ANNUAL FRANCO-GERMAN SUMMIT FEBRUARY 12-13 IN SMALL 
HIDEAWAY CLOSE TO NICE. THIS SUMMIT, LIKE ITS PREDE- 
CESSORS, WILL BE HELD WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE 
FRANCO-GERMAN 1963 TREATY OF FRIENDSHIP AND COOPERATION. 
PLAISANT (QUAI DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR CENTRAL EUROPE) TOLD 
US JANUARY 30 THAT GISCARD AND SCHMIDT WOULD BE ACCOM- 
PANIED BY LARGE NUMBER OF THEIR KEY MINISTERS, INCLUDING 
FONMINS, FINANCE MINISTERS, MINISTERS OF INDUSTRY AND 
COMMERCE. AND - ON THE FRENCH SIDE - GISCARD'S TWO 
MINISTERS OF STATE: INTERIOR MINISTER PONIATOWSKI AND 
JUSTICE MINISTER LECANUET. DEFENSE MINISTERS. HOWEVER, 
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IS NO FORMAL AGENDA FOR THESE MEETINGS YET, AND THERE MAY 
BE NONE BECAUSE BOTH GISCARD AND SCHMIDT PREFER INFORMAL, 
UNSTRUCTURED AND WIDE-RANGING TALKS. 

3. AMONG THE SUBJECTS LIKELY TO BE DISCUSSED, PLAISANT 
EXPECTS THAT THE TINDEMANS REPORT AND DIRECT ELECTION OF 
THE EC PARLIAMENT WILL RECEIVE SPECIAL ATTENTION. 

PLAISANT RECALLED THAT THERE STILL REMAINS A FUNDAMENTAL 
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE FRENCH APPROACH TO APPORTIONING 
NATIONAL REPRESENTATION WITHIN THE EC PARLIAMENT (FRENCH 
PREFER PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION) AND GERMAN APPROACH 
(FRG PREFERS WEIGHTED NATIONAL REPRESENTATION THAT 
WOULD BE SKEWED SOMEWHAT TO FAVOR SMALLER COUNTRIES. 
REF A REPORTS IN MORE DETAIL EARLIER EXCHANGE BETWEEN 
SAUVAGNARGUES AND GENSCHER ON THIS SUBJECT). 

4. PLAISANT DOES NOT BELIEVE SCHMIDT WILL PUSH HEAVILY 
ON BERLIN ISSUES DURING SUMMIT. IN THE PAST, SAID 
PLAISANT, FRENCH HAVE SOUGHT TO SEPARATE BILATERAL 
FRANCO-GERMAN ISSUES (WHICH THEY SEE AS LEGITIMATE GRIST 
FOR SUMMIT MILL) FROM MORE COMPLICATED QUADRIPARTITE 
ISSUES (WHICH FRENCH VIEW IN LARGER CONTEXT THAN 
FRANCO-GERMAN SUMMIT). FRENCH INTEND TO MAINTAIN SAME 
DISTINCTION DURING FEBRUARY SUMMIT. 

5. PLAISANT COMMENTED THAT BILATERAL EXCHANGES AT ALL 
LEVELS BETWEEN BONN AND PARIS ARE BECOMING ROUTINE 
"EVERYDAY THING." THIS HAS LED TO GENERAL PERCEPTION 
THAT FRENCH PRESIDENT AND MINISTERS DO NOT REQUIRE 
LARGE STAFFS TO SUPPORT FRANCO-GERMAN SUMMIT. MOREOVER, 
GISCARD'S APPROACH TO PRESIDENTIAL GOVERNMENT TENDS TO 
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EXCLUDE MIDDLE LEVEL EXPERTS IN EFFORT TO KEEP MEETINGS 
AS SMALL AND INFORMAL AS POSSIBLE. PLAISANT HIMSELF 
DOES NOT EXPECT TO ATTEND SUMMIT. 

6. COMMENT: CLOSE AND NATURAL WORKING HABITS HAVE 
GROWN UP BETWEEN FRENCH AND GERMAN BUREAUCRACIES OVER 
THE PAST FEW YEARS. THIS, COMBINED WITH THE AURA OF 
MUTUAL TRUST AND RESPECT THAT GISCARD AND SCHMIDT DIS- 
PLAY IN THEIR PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP, HAS PRODUCED SENSE 
OF SATISFACTION IN PARIS WITH REGARD TO FRANCO-GERMAN 
RELATIONS. THE RESIDUAL FRENCH NERVOUSNESS OVER THE 
FUTURE OF GERMANY AND BERLIN REMAINS. ITS OUTWARD 
MANIFESTATIONS, HOWEVER, WHICH WERE SO VIRULENT IN 1973 
(SEE REF B, FOR EXAMPLE) HAVE DISSIPATED SINCE THEN. 

IN PART THIS IS DUE TO A GENERAL COINCIDENCE OF INTER- 
ESTS THAT SEEMS TO EXIST BETWEEN GISCARD AND SCHMIDT ON 
MOST KEY ISSUES. BEYOND THAT, HOWEVER, THE INTIMATE 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN GISCARD AND SCHMIDT HAS SERVED TO 
DEFUSE OTHER POTENTIAL ISSUES. WE HAVE THE IMPRESSION 
THAT EITHER GISCARD OR SCHMIDT - OR AT TIMES THE TWO 
OF THEM TOGETHER- CONSCIOUSLY WORK TO INSURE THAT 
FRANCO-GERMAN INTERESTS STAY IN HARMONY AND OFF COLLI- 
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